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Decorating

IT'S YOUR CHOICE

There are many ways to decorate a home but
finding the right design style is not always
straightforward, as Kath Ryding discovers

xperts agree that if you
decorate to reflect your
personality and lifestyle,
rather than follow market
trends, you will be happier
with the result for longer and feel
more comfortable in your home.

But how do you identify which
style suits you best?

“The cardinal rule is that the style
chosen must be functional and suit
the owner’s everyday routine,
otherwise they will be miserable
with it no matter how aesthetically
pleasing it is,” says interior designer
Felicia Olsen, of Felicia for Lifestyle
Design.

“If they are carefree, love lots of
colour and have children, then the
minimalist look is not for them.
Instead, they should go for a more
casual, modern look.”

Fiona Hutchinson, from Revive
Design, agrees. “Lifestyle and how
you like to live should always be the
first consideration,” she says.

“Although the basics of personal
style generally remain the same, we
change with age and even seasonally.
Therefore, like you, your home’s
decoration should be constantly
evolving.

“Each room should serve a
purpose, otherwise they could end
up like the old-fashioned formal
dining room, filled with expensive
furniture that is only used once or
twice a year.”

Ms Hutchinson also recommends
careful consideration of the
property’s features, lighting, sense of
space and materials.

“Inspiration can be drawn from
magazines and books,” she says. “I
encourage clients to cut out or
collect samples of everything that
inspires them including colours,
textures and materials. From this
there will usually be a common
theme that can form the basis for the
design style chosen.

Meryl Carter, from Meryl Carter
Interior Designs, prefers to sit down
with her clients for a long chat to
ascertain all the information
required and help her

include practicalities such as the
time frame available, the living
arrangements while the project is
under way and the budget.”

Once all of this information has
been carefully gathered and
considered, the designers and
decorators agree that one particular
style, or a combination of styles,
usually becomes apparent as the
right choice for the client.

“Imagination goes a long way,”
Ms Olsen says. “If the client can
picture themselves living with and
maintaining the style they have
chosen, then they should go for it.”

But with many different design
styles and products available on the
market, it can be confusing and
overwhelming when attempting to
select the right pieces for your
home.

“The biggest mistake I see is when
clients have decided to decorate their
home room by room without an
overall plan,” Ms Hutchinson says.
“This usually results in 2 home with
no flow and lots of costly mistakes.
Failing to plan is planning to fail.”

Flow from one space to another
can be achieved by using a
distinctive colour, material or design
motif in furnishings, drapery,
accessories and art work.

While there are specific
classifications of design styles (think
Federation, country, contemporary,
Colonial), the reality is that each
person should choose a design style
that suits them. Many people will
draw from different styles.

If co-ordinating your own design
style seems too difficult to
contemplate, then professional
interior designers and decorators can
provide invaluable guidance and
creative ideas to update or change
the look of a home.

Contact Felicia for Lifestyle Design on
93411591 or 0418 922 140, Revive
Design on 0418 383 182 and Meryl
Carter Interior Designs on

0438 444 000.

Revie Design used neutral colours and modern furniture

with clean lines for a contemporary feel, adding richness
with warm colour tones and statement accessories.

(:ontempo furniture in white and aluminium with a
splash of colour gives this room, styled by Revive Design, a
modern look and feel.

In this Meryl Carter design, the lounge suite divides the
room, colour was added in small touches with plants and
the black and white theme gives a sleek look.

pinpoint the right style
for their home.

“Designing and
decorating is a very
personal choice,” she
says. “It is important to
have an intimate
knowledge of a client’s
likes and dislikes, their
home situation, their
lifestyle choices and the
things that are important
to them to create an
environment that they
love.”

Topics that are
discussed in depth
include not only colour,
texture and furnishing
preferences but also
hobbies, living
arrangements, pets,
entertaining habits and
favourite mementos or
cherished possessions
that the client wishes to
be featured.

“Whether you want to
decorate or renovate,
work on a whole house or
just one room, it is
important to have a clear
picture of what you want
to achieve,” Ms Carter
says. “This also has to
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an extraordinary sofa by Torrance + McKenna

Torrance + McKenna

45 Cruikshank Lane (Cnr Roberts Street, off Main St), Osborne Park T: 08 9443 9500

www.tmk.net.au Business Hours: M-T: 8-4.30pm F: 8-3.30pm S: 10-1pm
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WHAT'S ON AT

HOME BASE EXPO?

BATHROOM DESIGN SEMINAR I

Learn how to successfully
design your dream
bathroom and eliminate
unforseen problems
through correct planning
and management.
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Course Outline 1

v Utilizing space & storage § “\~I
v Accessorising with colour
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v Learn how to design your dream bathroom
v Correct planning and management techniques
v Understand design rules & techniques

When: Sat 15th March 2008, 9:00am - 12:30pm
Cost: $66 per person or $99 per double

Enrol now by phoning 9388 1088

or online at www.Home BaseExpo.com.au

DIY TIMBER FLOORING SEMINAR

This “Do it Yourself” Timber y S
Flooring Seminar will teach
you everything you need to
know to install fixed and
floating timber floors.

Course Outline

v Surface preparation

v Adhesive materials

v Correct installation

v Preparation for finishing

v Fixed & Floating Floors

v Cleaning and maintenance

When: Sat 29th March 2008, 9:00am - 1:30pm
Cost: $99 per person i

Enrol now by phoning 9388 1088

or online at www.Home BaseExpo.com.au

FURNITURE RESTORATION COURSE

Why buy it new when you can just restore your old

sentimental furniture? Not only can you have furniture
that looks like new, you can also buy old furniture from
swap meets, restore it and then sell it to make a profit!

Course Outline

v Assessing your piece of furniture
v Surface preparation

v Learn hand French Polishing

v Removing finishes and polishes
v Finishing and waxing methods

When: Wed 2nd April 2008, 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Duration & Cost: 5 weeks, $176 per person
Enrol now by phoning 9388 1088

or online at www.Home BaseExpo.com.au

PROPERTY INVESTMENT &
DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR

With the property boom in WA, many people are looking to
invest in property to secure their future and create wealth.

Includes one set of the best selling “Building and Renovating
Guide” per single or one set per double, valued at $99.00

Course Outline

v Get some valuable tips on which properties to buy for
maximum profit |

v Find out which suburbs and
properties have the best
development potential

v Discover some sure-fire
ways to maximise
the sale price of your
investment property

v Learn how to obtain
more finance than you
thought possible

When: Saturday 5th April 2008, 9:00am - 1:30pm
Cost: $132 per person or $165 per double

Enrol now by phoning 9388 1088

or online at www.Home BaseExpo.com.au

NEW HOMES SEMINAR

Before embarking on building your
new home with a builder you must
attend this seminar. Learn what
questions to ask, how to negotiate
and what you should do to get the
most from your builder.

Course Outline

+ What to look for in good design

v How to avoid costly variations

v What to look for when you go on site

v Making the right material selections
for your home

v Understanding your building contract
and what you’re signing

Presented by a professional Interior Designer, Builder /
Architect and St Georges Tce Lawyer this seminar will help
make your building experience stress free and provides a
great opportunity to have all your questions answered.

When: Saturday 12th April 2008, 8:45am - 4:30pm
Cost: $132 per person or $165 per double

Enrol now by phoning 9388 1088

or online at www.Home BaseExpo.com.au

HomeBase EXPO

< Phone 9388 1088 or visit
HomeBase Expo.com.au

Mon to Sat 8:30am-5pm
HomeBase Thurs 8:30am-8pm
EXPO sun/pub Hols 10am-5pm

55 Salvado Rd, Subiaco (Cnr Harborne St



